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TO 
THE MVCH HO-| 
noured Societie of Gentlemen, 


that exerciſe Armes in the Artillery 
Garden, neer Lox »onallgrace 
and happines, 


| R1Icur Worrny, 
UBER On defire to behold 
&, with theeye of faith 
4% the gcod fights of 
| 57 2 /aith ; tbe noy/e or 
- found whereof, you 
haue heard by a filuer Trumpet, 
3 OE GA. I now 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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| now ſilenced by death: T he Eccho 
| of that ſound offers it ſelfe ſnb- 
; miſſely to your Worſhips, as inſtly 
yours ', being preached at your 
| call, and printed at your requeſt. 
(ine mee leaue to tender it as a 
* | pledge of my ſernice towards you, | 
my loue towards him, whom Al- 
liance, and Worth male deare 
onto mee. Let your power ſhield 
the cauſe, and the cauſe will 
| aduance your pIwer. Religion it 
ſelfe can entitle honorable , at | 
leaft ſecure T itles where it finds | 
them. The ſimnes. and vices, | 
which hold a ſtrong antipatbie 
with Faith and Religion, are the | | 
enemies with which you are to © | 
encoun- | 


*] | 


| otherwiſe viflorious, If you con- 


| 
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encounter : If you yeeld to them, 
you hanue [of the victory , though 


| quer them , though otherwiſe con- 


quered, you ſhall be more then Ccn- 


querours, Chis is the ſumme of 
of your dead Preachers liuing 
exLortation reuined by him, "the 


remainder of whoſe life ſhall bee 
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From Chriſt-Church 
in Oxford. | 


Yours im all humble 
obſeruance, | 


FraNcis LITTLE. | 
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TH 
GOOD FIGHT 
] of FAITH. 


1. Timothy 6.12. 
Fight the good Fight of Faith : Lay bold of 


eternall life. 


=x< Here be two kindes of 
enemies ; The one , 
ghoſtly. the other,cor- 

orall. There be two 
F-indes of warre, The 
. one,proper ; the other, 
| myſticall. There bee two kindes of 
|; B WArriours ; 


' | ; 
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-warriours ; The one,*carnall , the 0- 


ther, ſpirituall. There bee two kindes 
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| of weapons, The one, the {word of 


man; the other, the Word of God. In 
the one order of warriours, are you : I 
am for the other. With the one kinde 
of enemies none are able & fic to fight, 
but ſuch as you: we mult all bear arms 
againlt the other. In the one kinde of 


| 'warre you are beaten, and become ex- 


pert : to meddle with this, were, with 
Phormio 1n Tullie, to diſcourſe of mili- 


. tary diſcipline before Hannibal. I will. 


acquaint you with the other. The one 
kinde of weapon you can handle as 


$kiltully. as the Parthians did their 


bovves, or the Bentamites, Iudg.20. did. 


their ſlings : whereof, the one could 
ſhoot an arrow ; the other, caſt aſtone 
ata haires breadth. I ſtand heer to in- 
{tru you how to vic and wield the 0- 
cher. Experience in the one kinde of 
warre, commends you to be Champi- 
ons : but experience inthe other, com- 
mends 
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mends you to bee Chriſtians. By your 
| skilfull handling of the one kinde of 
weapon,you may blank the forces,dil- 
appoint the attempts, and put-by the 
violent aſlaults of men : bur, by your 
artificiall handling of the other; you ' 
| may conquer the pride of your hearts, 
that inſulting and brauing enemy ; the 
venome and poiſon of your fleſh, that | 
traiterous and {ſecret enemy ; the be- 
witching charms and incantations of 
. | the world, that flattering and ſmiling 
| enemy ; the furious inrodes and incur- 
' | ftons of Satan, that old and malicious 
enemy... --: | 
When you haue done moſt honou- - 
rable and worthy leruice in the' one 
j | kindeof warre, you can haue no more 
| but a ſmoke of honour, a ſhadow of 
|, vvealth, a blaſt of fame, a wreath and 
| coronet of Palm and Laurell,a monu- 
- ment of Braſle or Marble, a memory | 
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in the. other; you ſhall bee crowned 
with a Crown of life, 2.7im.4.receitte 
an eternall waight of-glory , 2.(or.4. 
line for euer with your Leader & Ca 

tatn Chriſt, Phil. 1.23. be clothed wich 
long white Robes, the ligne of purity; 
wear Palms in your hands, the en{igns 
of victory, Apoc.7. You ſhall bechan- 
ged from earthly, to be heauenly ſoul- 


diers, from militant,to be triumphant - 


Saints ; from making the aire to thun- 
der with your roaring Cannons, to 
make the heauens ring with Hallely- 
jabs of praiſe, and glory, andvictory to 
the Larnb, and to Him that fits vpon 
the Throne for enermore. And there- 
tore, amongſt all your other-points of 
warre, haue minde of this ;. Ay&Zs To 
Kar\ov ocyanes This T9=6x 3 Fight the good Fight 
of faith. | 

Mee thinks, my Text1s like the Ark 


ofthe Teſtimony , wherin was Aarons 


Rod, anda Pot of Manna. Heer-is a | 


Rodithat made wounds, and ſores,and 
{carres; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſcarres; Fizht. But heer is Manna yyith 
it1: 4t is (ertamen bonam,the good Fight, 
and ( ertamen pium, a godly Fight, tHe 
Fight of faith - and ( ertamen queſtuo- 


Jum, a gainfull Fight. lr is the laying 


hold vpon eternal] life, and looks like 


Peter's three Tabernacles in theſeuen- 


teenth of Mathew : Heer is one for Mo- 


| ſes,and one for Elias ,and one for Chriſt. 


In.the firſt I ſee Moſes, a man terrible 
and dreadfull . Fight. In the ſecond 
ſee Elias pleading againſt Baal, and 
contending for the faith, In the third, 1 
ſee (hriſt crowning His ſouldters with 
eternall lite. If you veould haue a name 


for my Text, it is a Pareneſis or exhor- | 


tation. If you would fee the Anatomy, 
and vievy the limbs of my Text, heare, 
Firſt,the proclamation of vwar,Fiebt. 
Secondly, an incouragement, Fight 
the ( ertamen bonnum, 
Thirdly, the inyaluable treaſure for 


which you doo hght,the defence and 


maintenance of faith. 
B 3 Fourth- 
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Fourthly, che Crown propoſed, the | 
| reward promiſed, the life of glory pro- | 
| uided for you at the end of your war; 
an eternall life. 
Be not diſmaied, though you receiue 
me hurt and wounds, though you 
loſe ſome of your bloud and 1oyars , 
yea, eftuſe.your liues and ſpirits in the 
Field : for, within the Cabinet of this 
Text, there is a precions oile to heale F 
p | your hurts and wounds : that is good. | 
| And there is celeſtiall devy, whereof, 
the leaſt drop and ſcruple may cure and 
| reujuethe Dead, though rotten in the 
1 graue ; and thatis faith : Fight the good 
'1Y$ Fight of faith. And what can a warri- 
BY our expe, at the end of all his deſpe- | | | 
|. 6 rateand bloudy Fight, more than this 
Text doth promiſe 2 What reward,to a | 
Crown ? What Crown, tothe Crown 
of life 2 What life, to the life of glory ? 
Whar glory , to the glory of a King- 
1Y dome ? What Kingdom, to that which 
is by inheritance ? What inheritance;to 
that 
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| thatwhich is immaculate, vndefiled, 


incorruptible, and reſerued tor you in 


| heauen, 1.Peter 1.4 ? All this happi- 


nefle, and more, lies wrapt and inclo- 
ſed within this compend1ous Cloſure, 
ETI\&GS Thg ouavs Zi; : | ay hold of eternall 
life. | 
Thele ſhall be the limits and boun- 
ders of my ſpeech : wherein, it is my 
pas to beplain; and my. praier, to 
e profitable. And novv, euery man to 


his Colours : gird on your ſwords : 


pluck.vp your hearts. T hink neither of- 
—_— away, nor deferring the battell, 
nor of any treaty. of peace, nor of any 
other thing bur fighting. I ſee the ene- 
my come marching : and [ heare the 
Lord of Hoſtes from heauen beſpeak- 


\ Ing you with promiſes and per{wali- 
ons, euery one of you, inthe words of 


my Text; ayoitz, Fight, God himſelf is 


2 man of warre. Diuine Oracles call 


him, Dominum Exercituum , The Lord 
of Hoſtes. Aboue all creatures, he loues: 
ſouldiers , 
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ſouldiers ; aboue all exerciſes, com- 
mends fighting ; aboue all actions, he 
honors warlike and martiall delignes. 

Therefore hee exhorts to put on Ar- 
mour, Eph.6. promites to crown the 
Conquerors, Apoc.2. charges and com- 
mands to fight, in the words of my 


Text. The Legions of Angels are war- 


riors, to hight againſt the Dragon. The 


Starres of heauen are warriors, to hight 
again{t Tabin and Siſera. The Elements 
are warriours, to fight againſt Sodome, 
Korah, and the old world. The very 
Animalia inſeFa are warriours, to fight 
againſt Egypt. All degrees of men are 
watriours , ſome fighting for the en- 
largement of Religion, and {ſome a- 

ainſt it. ſome for the aduancement of 


the Goſpell, and {ome _—_— 2, 
0 


ſome for the maintenance of the truth, 


and ſome traducing it. 


The Magiſtrate muſt fight, Gladio 


poteftatis with the {word of authoritie. 


The Miniſter muſt fight, Gladio Spert- 


tus, 
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14, with as ſvord ofiheShivid Eue- 
rie Chriſtian \ ſub vexillo, et ſub anſpicio 
Spiritus , vnder the banner, and by the 
direction and power of the Spirit. No 

Age,no Sex, no Condition,no Calling, 
may plead exetnption from this Fight. | 
The old and bed-rid Neſrcor , whole | 
Almond-tree hath budded , muſt gird | 
on his harneſle, and goe out to Warre. : 
The render nurſes, with their babes in | 
their armes; Timorous & ſhaking mo- 
thers,with cheir infants in their wobes, } 
muſt learne to march , and handle the 
{peare. "The young and render ſtems, 
whole legges and armes bee weake, 
and flexible as Reeds, mult lay aſide 
their painted horſes, & calf for {wwords. 
Thelife of every man 1s a continual! 
watre, -in the 7. of [ob : butrhelite of | 
euery Chriſtian man, 1s a continual 

| BatKlion, and bloody skirmiſh, either 
againſt the dinell,an enemie,quem fu2a- | 
re pores, non fugere ; you may make him 


fiye ti from you, James 4. but you can 
no 
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no way flee from him. Hee aſſaults the 
firlt Adam in Paradiſe , the ſecond in 


| the wildernefle, Dauid on his Palace, 


Amnonin his bed: or againſt the world, 


| anenemy, quem fugere licet, non fugare : 
wee may tlie the corruption thartis in 
| the world, but cannot enforce it to flie 


1 
[1 
| 
; 
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from vs : Or againſt the fleſh, quem nec 
fugere poſſumus , nec fugare , lates Ber- 
nard:we can neither tly trom our ovyne 
feſh, nor make our fleſh fly from vs : 
Saint Ambroſe, de Pamitentia , ib.1 .cap. 
1 4.giues the reaſon : Non enim nos, ſedin 
nobys nos ſequitur : this enemie is our In- 
mate, and cannot beedi{lodged. 

The Lite of a Chriſtian man is no- 
thing bur the ordering of a maine bat- 
tell againſt the great and inuincible 
Armado of rebellious finne. In the 
front, and breſt of this Army, 7 are 
ro encounter with Ignorance which 
enemy, though hee = blinde, and his 


O . 
eyes putout, (ui lumen ademptum , yet 


are his weapons like the weapons of | 
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Goliah , his ſtrength, like the ſtrength 
of Beemoth , his ſtripes, like the barte- 
ring of a tearing Cannon ; Monſtrum 
horrendum ,informe,ingens:if this monſter 
be nor killed,it will lead you, like an Ig- 
ns Fatuus,into inextricable Labyrinths 
and Mazes of error, Mathew 2 2.:make 
you proud Iuſtitiaries , Romans 10. 3. 
infect you with Idolatrie , Galatians 4. 
8. make you crucihe againe the Lord 
of life, A: 3.17. leade you into capti- 
uitie, E/ay 5.13. let defolation in at 
your windowes,E/ay 27. ſend deſtruc- 


tion garmng after you, Hoſea 4.6.make 


youſubiect to a fearcfull curſe, P/alme 


1 9.and perpetuall exiles from the lite 
| of gloric, Epheſians 4.13. 


Ignorance being pur to flight , you 
ſhall encounter with ſuperſtition : | 


which enemy, though hee ſeeme to be | 


a foole, one that dares not ſtirre in a 


| morning before all his Beads be dropt, 


his breſt croſt, his face ſprinkled ; that, 


| if a Harecroſle his way, if hee ſtumble 
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' arthechreſhold, it the Salt haue fallen 
| 

| 


 rowards him, if the Rauen haue cro- 
| ked vpon the next roofe, it hee haue 
| dreamed of a faire garden ; hee makes 
his Will; takes his leaue of the world, 
ooes home, thinkes of nought bur 
| death, and dares not fight : yet if this 

Aduerſarie bee not conquered, he will 
{er the God of [{rael at defiance, ſcorne | 
che Hoſte of Iſrael, make thepillars of 
Religion to ſhake., and the ſtrongeſt 
; caſtles to totter, yea, driue the Lord 
| fro amog you, & {trengthen the hands 
- ofthe deſtroyer againſt you, Amos 5.9. 
| Superſtition oncequelled, you meet 

wich prophanenefle: which enemue, 
choupk hee ſeeme to.bee but a for, his 
heart but a dead piece of fleth,wvithout 
all tecting ot ious, feare, care, paine, 
| -orthe deate ſtrokes of conſcience, one 
thar at firſt ſinned againſt God,and ca- | 
red not;novy is become ſenſleis,he-tns 
againit God, and knowes not ; one 
thathates goodnes , mockes in{tructt- 
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ons, and deſpiſes grace; a man vvould 
thinke, that the earth could not har- 
bor ſuch acaitife as this : and yet you 
{hal} all meete him in your fhghr , and, 
if you [mother him nor, mercy ſhall be 
hid from your eyes, Heb.12.17. 

Clole art the heeles of this, followes 
Coureoulnes, one that goes in a fordid 
and bale attire, lookes as if hee were 
ſtarued: when you meet him, you may 
knowe him by his forefathers coat, 
which he neuer meanes to "change . 
marke him well, and ſtrike home : 
for , if you kill him nor, hee makes a 
live-lefle piece of earth to bee your 
Maſter, a corruptible piece of gold to 
bee your god ;makes you to let money, 
tolel[time, to beefickeot yourneigh- 
bours-field . tells you, that there is no 


| goodnes, but in gaine , makes you loſe 


your fxjends , pine your bodyes, mur- 
ther your loules, 1, ( or.6: 

When you haue encountered with 
theſe, and thouſands moe, in the Rere 


C 3 you 
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you thall mcete with as mortal] an 


. enemy as ante of theſe: and that is Sloth 


and Hdlenes. You would thinke, that 


| this were ſome VYotarie, and religions 
| perſonina Cell, or Cloitter, leading a 


contemplatiuelife; ſuch a one, as had 


| rather freeze, then tetch wood; chuſes 


rather to beg, then take paines, one 
that eateth and prayeth himlelf allcepe; 
ſeems to bee nothing , but alumpe of 
cold clay in a ſtanding water : yer if 
Fieroms rule , ad Ruff. Epift. 6. Semper 


| age al:iquid , bee not obſerued, if the 


cepy.Sybarite bee not put ro death, it 
will open a window to ſinfull obiects, 
efter and infect the ſoule with vnhal- 
ane” choughts; turne the whole bo- 
dy into a ſtanding Bog and Fenne , fit 
for nothing-but the ſpawning and 
breeding of vermine ; ouercharge the 
whole man with ſinnes, as the field of 
a bad husband is couered with weeds, 
ſuffer him to bring forth nothing bur 
thorns and briers ; whoſe end is to bee 
burned, 
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burned, Heb.6.8. (um quo certet, mens 
pia ſemper habet : It you be the ſouldiers 
of Chriſt, you ſhall never want ( ana- 
| tes to fight againlt. Putata repullulant , 
| fugata redeunt , extin&ta reaccenduntur, 
ſopita excitantur ; It you could cut 
downe 1inne like Hydraes head , it 
growes againe ; baniſh ſinne, likethe 
ill ſpirit that haunted Saul, it returns 
a_—_ . Caſt it into Epimenides h..; fleep, 
| like Fizroms Fox, 151. Epiſt.ad Prefid. 
| itwillawake, and rouze it (elfe againe. 
| It you could put ſinne to death like 
another Virbius and Euridice , it will 
quicken and reuiue againe, 
| And heere let no man (ay, that ex- 
| hortation to fight is vnſeaſonable, asif 
our Manna were full of wormes , and 
| the Quailes come:out at our noſtrels, | 
| and were offended at the length of our | 
| peace, as if wee longed to ſee our 
| Townes and Cities. burning, our | 
| Houſes robbed, Temples ſpoiled, our | | 
vromen rauiſhed, Et natos ante ora pa- | | 
| rentum, | 
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entum , our children bleeding on the 
pauement, ſprawling on merciles pikes, 
our friends dying,our foes infulting, ex 
miſeram vrbis factem , as neas Siluint 
aid of ( 0n5tantimople. No}, no: bur I 
exhort to fight againſt. enernies at 
home , which are more dangerous 
then chemicy abroad; to hght againit 
your {inne, thatyou may bee freel from 


bloody wwarres; the effect and off ſ; pring 


| of tinne. 


The managing of this warre, is the 
preuenting of the other : the proclai- 
ming of warre againſt our {1ns, would 
te the hands of God from making) war 
againlt our perſons. It may bee, (ome 
think, that (like the old Romanes ) WC 
haue clipt the wing of peace, that ſhee 
doats vpon vs, and dandles our King- 
dome in her lap: but, where Iezabel 


| beginsro paint herſelf, and ta multiply 


her fornications, can wee look for 
peace? It we It the Ark of God be ta- 


* ken from y: s, can we look for PEACE * It 
We 
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welet Religion fink, can weepromiſe * 
eace ? I remember what Macrob. Sa- | | 
turnal.lib.2 .cap.4.reports of ( e/ar,thar, | 
| hearing of the death of a Romane Soul- | | 
dier, who had lined merrily, and yet | 
died greatly in debr, hee deſired to buy | 
| the bed and pillow whereon hee lay ; | 
deeming ſome rare vertue to bein that 
bed; whereon a man could ileep ſo ſe- | 
cure, tharliuedin ſo great a danger. [ | 
deſireno pillow nor bed from. vnder [ 
him : But yet, with (/ar, I wonder | 
hovy wee ſleep ſo quietly, when our : | 
danger is ſo neer. It may bee,not from 
any forain Nation. What then 2? Yet | 
from our alone fſ1nne, the moſt ſecret 
lots,and treaſonable conſpiracies, Ho- | 
ſea 4. Andſolcome from the procla- - 
mation of warre, Aya! Fight, to the 
encouragement to the vndertaking of | 
| it; Ayaw(s TW un ay, the good Fight. 
| A war may betearmed good, when | | | 
the cauſe is 1uſt, aiming at rhe peoples | - | 
peace, the Countrey's health, f 4 Gol- | 
D pels | 
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pels aduancement, the improoucment 
of God s glory incarth. Sometimes it 
is otherwile, when it is vndertaken for 
rewrnge, for the enlarging of pofleſs:- 
ons, for the wooing and ſoliciting of 
titles and honours. Burt this Chrifian 
exerciſe of Armes againſt the troops of 
{1nne, is alwaies good, 

Firſt, becauſe commanded. God's 
will is the rule and meaſure of good- 
ncfſe. Heedoth not will, becauſe it is 
good: but.the thing is good, becaule he 
wils it. | 

Secondly, good in regard of the end. 
Bellum geritur, cot pax acquiratur, ſaith 
Aug.ad Bonif .Epiſt.5 o. and Gratian,out 
of him. 

T hirdly,in regard of the Champions 
or Agents in the Chriſtian Fight:None 
exerciſed in it, but good men ; none 
bur good men fit for it, no good men 
exempred from uu. _ 


Fourthly, good in regard of the good 


. ſuccefle and ſpeed: Yee {hall bee more 
than 
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than Conquerors, Romanes 8.37. 
| Laſtly,good in regard of the glorious 
| reward,Eternall life. Now to - Hue. 
| Ic is, of all other, the beſt and wor- 
thieſt profeſsion, To bee a poore mili- 
tant Chriſtian. Iris a grace, To beare 
Arms in your {cutcheons ; buta grea- 
ter grace, 'T'o beare Armes in the Field. 8 
The _— had ſouldiers in ſuch re- | 
pute, that euery one of them had the | 
| nameandtitleof Miles, a Knight. A- 4 
lexander was wont to call his {ouldiers 
his companions, (/ar, to make them 
his companions. Burt alas ! theſe were > 
but ſhadows of (ouldiers ; and theſe, | 
| bur painted honours. It was the ho- 
nour of Moſes, that he ſerued God,Deu. 
34. the honour of Dauid, that he was a 
man after God's ovwne hart,1.Sam.13. 
the honour of that cloud of witneſſes, | Þ 4 
and band of ſouldiers, Abel, Henoch, ; 
| Abraham, Tſaac,Tacob, Toſeph, Gedeon,Ba- | 
| rach, Sampſon, Tephte, Samuel, that in | | 
? their warres againſt Heatheniſh Idola- | | 
| D 2 rers, 
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ters, againſt the violence of fire, the fu- 
ry of Lions, the terrours and exquilite 
rorments of racking, mocking, ſcour. 
80g, {toning, impriſonment, pouerty, 

aniſhment; that in their skirmiſhes, 
and conflicts with fleſh. and bloud, 
they had pleated God, in the eleuenth 
to the Heb. When a. man hath ſpent 
himfelte in great mens ſeruices , either 
they will not doe him the good they 
can, or they cannot doe him the good 
they will; 4 both willing and able, 
they bee ignorant: what is beſt. Bur 
when hee harh ſerued inthis ſpirituall 
warre again{t Acheiſme, ſuperſtition, 
looſeneſle of life, and the whole trai- 
ned band of murdering & prodigious 
{1nnes,he fhall be ſure to haue whatlo- 


_eueris good, P/aim 34.10, Therefore 


Moſes m ay well forlake Pharaoh's 
Court, to be the ſeruant of God.Dauid 
may well enough forſake Saul's Tent, 
:o be door-keeper in the houſe of God: 
tor, dulcis dies ona ſuper millia dierum, 
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Imagine the honour that was done 
to Mordecai, when hee had ypon him 
the King's apparell, rode vpon the 
King's horſe, with a royall Crown vp- 

_ on his head, and will be bold to bor- | "= 
| row the ſpeech of mp nan the | 

| eightth of Eſter ; All this, and more, 
ſhall bee done to the poore militant 
Chriſtian, whom God will honour. I- 
magine the happineſle of Zaman in his 
Prince's fauour ; the contentment of 
Sampſon with his Dalilab, thecomforts 
of Elias preſerued by Rauens, the ioy 
| of Pauland Silas vifited by Angels, the 
honors of Dauid aduanced to a crown; 
| andI will make bold to apply the Pro- 
phets ſpeech,P/alm 14.9.Such honors, | 
ſuch pleaſures, ſich comforts, ſuch in- 
ward ioies, {uch, and infinitely grea- 
ter, laſting and enerlaſting happineſle 
haue all his poore and militant Saints, 

Let this pull downthe pride of wic- | F 
ked perſons, bee they in the eye of the 
| world neuer fo high and honourable : 
D3z for, 
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| for,if they bee nor militant againſt ſin, | 


| but maintainers of it ; not mallei witio- 
rum, hammers of {inne, but hatchers of 
it; they are diſhonourable and worth- 
lefle Caitifles. | 

The concluſion : If you defire to bee 
bleſt in a ſeruice, then ſerue GOD. If 
you deſire to be honorable Profteſlors, 
curn Chriſtian Souldiers. It you long 
to wearea Crowne, begin to fight. If 
you would fight as you ought, then 
tight the good Fight. To knowe whe- 
ther it be the good Fight orno, then ler 
it bee the Fight of Fai 
| third Particular : whereof, by your pa- 
rience, I come now to ſpeak. 

Of faith. That which was written 
in Philip of Macedon's Buckler, Qyod 
fauſtum e felix, that doo I ſay of this 
point. Well may it bee ſpoken : well 
may it bee taken : well may it work : 
deep root may it take : good ſpeed may 
it haue, and God's bleſsing be vpon it : 


Fight the good Fight of faith. It is pro fide, 


or 
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for the faith : ſo all Expoſitors of all -* 
ſides, both ours and Papiſts : the ſame 
which the Apoſtle mentioneth in the | 
third verſe of the Epiſtle Iude. Some 
note heer, it is Ayorifova Fight ; and | 
there 15 Emxyar/zWgums which imports a 
hotand violent Fight. Acthefirit view | 
I diſcern a double Theoreme the one, 
that Faith and Religion haue many c- 
nemies , the other , that euery good 2 \ 
member of Chriſt muſt turn ſouldier, 
and be defender and maintainer of the | 
faith. Oftheſe in order. | 
[c is a Principle and Maxime in Reli- | 
o10N, that there is a God : butthis hath 
enemies ; the open Epicure, and the 
cloſe Atheiſt. It is a Maxime, that there 
| 1s but one true God : but this hath ene- 
| mnes; 
| Firſt, Worldlings : whereof,the Am- 
| bitious hath honour; the Voluptuous, 
leaſure ; the Couetous, Mammon for 1 
| their god.Some haue their bellies,Pþ1l. | 
3.1 9.and ſome; the diucll for their god, 
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miſh Catholicks,vwho make the Word 


The ſecond enemy to this,is the Ro- 
miſh Church , which ſer vp many 


| gods. "The Pope 1s Dominus Dews nofter. 


'The Virgin is a more merciful Sauiour 
than God, ſaith Diſcipulus de temp. Ser. 
161.Andſheſaues by her infinite mer- 
Fh whom God. in his infinite 1uſtice 

oth not, ſaith Michael de Hungar. our 
of Oroſius. It is a Maxime,that all Scrip- 
ture is by diuine inſpiration : bur this 
hath enemies, Turks, who refuſe the 
Word, and embrace a blaſphemous 4l- 
caron ; ewes, who tread the new Te- 
ſtament vnder foot ; Papiſts, who craf- 
tily vadermine this Principle, firſt, rea- 
ching,that Hebrevv and Greek are cor- 
rupted, to*credit their vulgar Latine, 
ſecondly, by magnifying the authority 
of the Church, to diſparage it. It is a 
Maxime, that the Scripture is a perfect 
Rule of faith : þut this hath enemies; 
firſt, carnall perſons, led by ſenſe and 
tecling,not by this Rule, ſecondly, Ro- 
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' not a Rule, buta thingruled by autho- 
| ritie of the Church. Ludeuicns, a Ca- 
| non Lateran,ſpake in the Trent Coun- 
ceil, Scriptura et mortuum atramentum. 
The Biſhop of Poridrers faith, It 1s res 
znanss et muta; Piphins , Scripture ſunt 
mutt indices; Eckins Enangelium nigrum, 
Theologia atramentaria , naſus cereus Leſ-. | 
bia Regula. Bur once more. 
Itis aMlaxime, that whoſoeuer de- | 
niesTeſus to bee Chriſt, wiz, anointed 
King,firſt,in ſauing and deſtroying , ſe- 
condly, in pardoning ſinnes ; thirdly, 
in making lawes to binde mens .con- 
(ciences directly : Prieſt , firſt, offering 
ſacrifices for the {ins of men ; ſecondly, 
in making interceſs16 to God for men: 
| Prophet, firſt, revealing Gods will ; {e- 
condly, enlightening mans vnderſtan- 
ding ; thirdly,framing mans heart to 0- , 
bedience ; theſame 1s Antichriſt , Tobn 
2.22, Butchis hath enemies, eſpecially 
 Popith Catholicks:I ſpeake boldly,that 
their religion denies leſus to be Chriſt, 
E be- 
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| becauſe they rob him of theſe chree 
' Offices. Firlt, of his Kingly Office :tor 


rhey giue part of it to the Pope, making 


| himucoremit {1nnes properly, giving 


him to make lawes, which binde the 


| conſcience properly, as the Lavve of 
| God, a power cocqual| with Chrilts 
| power: and thus they make their Bo- 


nifaces , their Innocents, their Greoories, 
Checkmates with the Sonne of God. 

Secondly, they rob him of his Prieſt- 
ly Othce ; giving to a Maſle-pricſt, 
power to offer ſacrifice propitiatorie 
tor quicke and dead ; yea, cucriePapilt 
hath a piece of it, becauſe euerie one of 
them may fatisfie the iuſtice of God for 
his finnes , by his owne merits ; and 
for his interceſsion , ſome of them a- 
boliſh it : for , no Catholike*® deſires 
Chriſt to pray for him, fatesthe Rem. 
Annotat. 1n 1, Tim.2. Other deale it a- 
mong the Saints , among, whom , the 
Virgin Marie hath the greateſt {hare. 
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| lvby cheirprayers, bur by their merits. | 
, Thirdly, they rob him of hisPro- | 
| pheticall Office ; for, this they beltow | 
- yponeuerie Pope;vwho,withour Scrip- | | 
ture, decermines infallibly,by internall | | 

| alsi{tances of a ſpirit lockt in his owne 
| breſt, all pointes of faith and life : Þþ 
| Which is the proper office of Chriſt 4 
alone , who is perpetuall Doctor of | 
che Church. Time will not iuffer mee: 
toreckon euerie point of Religion, and 
toſhevy who bee enemies to it ; this | 
taſte ſhall be ſufficient : and therefore I 
apply my ſelf to the ſecond "Theorem. 
Euerie good member of Chriſt muſt 

_ | turneſouldier, and become a detender 
| ofthefaith. That which Epaminondas, 2 
the worthy Theban ſouldier in Tullte, | 
lb. 3.Epiſt.1 2.relolued concerning his; | 
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| for thee; and being wounded to death, | 
| viedno ſpeach bur this, Num ſaluns eſt | 
| clypens mens *Is my buckler ſafe ? muſt | 
. bee the Chriſtian ſouldiers reſolution | 
= E 4 for | | | 


| buckler, Twill either defend thee , or die | wg 
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tor his Religion, and faith :.7 will either 
defend thee,or die for thee. Bucolcerns , at 
the yeere 965. reports of the Nobles 
of Polonia, that whea the Goſpell is 
read, they clap their. hands vpon their 
{words, artd begin to dravy them our ; 
intimating by that ceremonie, their re- 
ſoluing to defend the faith , and wil- 
lingnes to hazard their liues for the 
Gojpels ſafteric. And this. defence of 
faith conliſts in fue duties, Firſt, found 
and con{cionable preaching of it; the 
dutie of the Miniſters. Secondly, the 
cheriſhing of good lced 'wwhen it 1s 
{ovrne, and weeding out cockle, and 
hemlock ; the dutte ot che -Magiltrarte. 
Thirdly, the confefsion . of truth. 
Fourthly , the example of life. Fiftly, 
the prayer, common dueties ot all pro- 
trilors. God hath pur a {word into the 
Prophers hands, ro fight againſt here- 
fe. Ireneus, Tertulltan, Epiphanius and 


| Auguſtine, lay.Itis another Helena, quia 
. difſenſtones parit ; and-Vipera., quia ma- 
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trem occidit , and Perdix, qria outs alients 
mcubat ; a ( hamelion , and Proteus,” quia 
mutat; Taurus,quia ſuperbit; and Vulpes, 
quia fallit, It hee tight not againſtthele, 


| no Paſtor, but Impoitor, not a keeper, 


but a decciner of the people - and God 


hath giuen.him a.{word to llay gag, 
_ andall his carrell; originall impuritie, 
and all his droues of. vahallovwed. 
thoughts ; to buckle with proud pro- 


digious {innes, as Paul did with beaſts 
at Epheſus, 2 .( or.15. to rainate Satans 
kingdome in the hearts -of-prophane 
livers. If carelefle of this, then is a 

Prco, but Pres: hee ſhall not receiue 
the reward of: a Prophet, but of a 
thieke. Ina word, the Prophet muſt 
maintain the faith, by pricing truth, 
and contuting error; by commending 
vertue, and diſparaging vice ; by con- 
farming the weake, and confounding 
the obſtinare , by prouing of orthodox 
concluftions', approuing goodnes. and 
:nanocencie , improving his labour and 
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paines, reproouing hn and prophane- 
neile. 

The tecond durie is the cheriſhing 
of good feed, when the husband-man 
hath ſowwne it ; the preſeruing of truth 
as achaſte Virgin ; the ſuppreizing of 


' Herehfie and [dolarrie, with the broa- 
chers and abettors of it. For this pur- 


pole God hath giuen the Magiſtrate A 


| fivord : bur itlies wrapt,like Goliabs 


ſword, inalinnen Fphod. It the Ma- 

iſtrate be conniuenr, the law is likethe 

oman Lex Iulia,talne aſlleepe,that the 
Enuioys may ſafely ſowve his tares ; the 
Idolater ſafely ſet vp his Calues ; rhe 
Impoſtor (ately vent his Hereltes ; the 
Pamim bake his cakes to the Queene of 
heauen the ignorant Votarie creep to 
his Image ; and euerie man chooſe his 
owne religion, make his ownegod, 
ſacrifice to his owne Idol. Then Elohim 
are but Elihim ; thoſe whom wee take 
to bee gods on earth ,-are but guilded 
Statua's.( on/tatine the Great was wont 
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| to define a Magiſtrate thus, Magiitratus 
| eft cuſtos otrinſque Tabule, That is It: | 
vwherewitn They re truſted ; Gods | 
| whole ſeruice, and defence of Religi- | 
| on. But many times ir comes to pale, 
that they doo him leaſt feraice in this 
kind, who owethim moſt. Tacitns, 
Annal.[1b.6 exc. | 
The third point” of this: defenfiue | 
warre, is confelston , which is no leſle | 
then the ſtanding againft the gates of | 
hell, by bearing wines to 'the*rruth. | | 
l am ready to die for the name of | 
Chriſt, Ats 2 1.WhenSylla in YValerins | 
Max.lib.3 .c.$.vvould proclaim Mayius 
atraytour,l. Sceuola maderhis replie: 
Nunquam efficite , vt propter exiguum . 
. ſenilem-ſangumem : It 1 oppoſe Sylla in. 
| © | the iuſtdefenceof Marius, hee can take 
; | + | nothingfrom mee bur a little old and 
| | cold blood. A noble refolutjon ; and 
| far-for our imitation. - Let''vs rather | 
| | burne, then bovwv to the Idoll which: | | | 
| | Romiſh Nabuchadnexzar hath tet VP; Fa- | | 
eli ther | 
>| il. 
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| therdic for the Name of Chriſt, then 
- leaue the marke of the Beaſt vpon vs; 
' rather loſe our head from our {hou]- 
, ders, then renounce that Head who 
' 1s alcended into the heauens . rather 
| effuſe our blood, and die glorious Mar- 
' | ryrs, then liue Apoſltates, and die com- 
| fortleſle. Would fainting ſpirits be en- 
, couraged vnto this, let them learne this 
| leflon of the Apoſtle, Rom.$.37. In all 
| theſe we are more then ( onquerours. 
| _Thefourth point is good example 
| of life, They thatin oEion {ſhine as 
lights, muſt in their lives bee pure and 
blameleſſe, as the ſonnes of. God, Phtl. 
2.19. This doth not onely commend 
| ourfaith, but helpe to propugne and 
| defendour faith} as being a powertull 
| motiue to winne.our Aduerſaries to 
| ourſide. I much miſtake, if S. Peter do 
not. make a good conuerſation more 
| effeQtuall to . connert .an vnbeleeuer, 
then the Word it ſelfe. Let wines be ſub- 
| ret to their busbands, that they which obey 
£ +l not 
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not the Word, may be wonne by a godly con- 
uerſation, 1.Peter 3. 

The: laſt point of this defenſiue 
warre, is prayer, that God would goe 
out with our Armies, maintaine his 
owne caule, change the weather, and 
| — | ſendagracious windeto blowe away 
| | the (warms of Egyptian Waſpes, and 
| Locuſts, the Palmer-wormes , and 
| | Caterpillers, and Cankerworms, who 
| # | hope to deuoure all the good: feed | 
-which the good husband-men haue | 
ſowne, for more then {nxtic yeeres, 4 
| thathee would take the F nar little 
FLY: Foxes, Which deſtroy: the vines; that 
| _ ' he wonldtamethewild Boares,which 
| breake downe our hedges ; that hee 
would reſcue his owne truth from the 
| | | Tatonsoftholevncleane Harpres : Fe- 
diſsima rventrss prelquies ; who, not la- 
tished with tvvo Sacraments ordained 
by God,make five more of their dwne; 
who,ooc reſting in Chriſts obedience, 
periit his works with works of their 
F || | F ovvne ; 
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owne ; notpleaſed, that God ſhould 


| hauealldiuine honor , part ſtake with 


him ; not willing, that God ſhould 


: g : | 
'hane all the praiſe of our conuerſion, 


aſcribepart to a naturall-power of their 
owne;.not content to [end all their re- 
queſts vnto God,pray to Saints of their 
owne.; not reſting on Chriſts intercel- 
lon, make Dommick, and Francis Se- 


baſtian,& Thomas Becket, with a thou- 


{and moe Aduocates and Interceſlors 
of their owvne - not content to haue 


Chriſt to be their Churches Head, haue 


| aduanced a leaden head of their ovwvne; 


notcontent with Scripture to bee the 
Rule of faith, haue magnified and au- 
thorized Decrees, and Canons of their 
own;not daring trodepend vpon Gods 
mercie for {aluation, put confhdence & 
truſtin dead works of their ovwwne. And 
if the Preacher would preach the faith 
thus ſoundly, it the Magiſtrate would 
relerueReligion thus carefully; if you, 
pa and heroike ſpirits , would quit 
you 


! 


S 


DD —_—_ 
* 


The good fobt of Faith. 


ou like men, & fight valiantly.in con- 
teſsing truth tothe expence of blood,it 
God call you ; in leading liues beſee- 
ming Saints , in wraſtling with God | 

with {trong cries and groanes, for the 
patronizing and eternizing of faith & 
truereligion among vs,then ſhould we 
all die with Pauls {weert Song in our 
mouthes; Ie haue fought « g000d fight:we 
| haue finiſhed our courſe : we haue defended 


# | and maintained the faith: then might ve 
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| 
| promiſe to our ſoules, thar God | 
| would thus anſwer vs again: Well done, | | 
| good Souldiers: well done, good ſeruants:you | *1 
| haue bin valiant for the faith,and courari- | 
| ons for the truth: now receine this ( rowne: 
| dwell in this Kingdome : enter into your 
| 
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| Maſters Toy.Which is the laſt particular, 
wheretoIam comming by the courſe 
of my Text, but am preuented by the 


| courle of time. , 
| 
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